Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Telecommunications and Energy
Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light Company
Docket No. D.T.E. 02-24/25
Record Request Response

Record Request No. DTE-RR-14 (Gas)
Provide the numbers and rate classes when June or September was used (and specify
which month was used) in the weather normalization calculations instead of July.

Response:
The following summarizes the base use calculations other than July for each rate class.

Base Use August and September

R-1 Sales
R-2 Sales
R-3 Sales
R-4 Sales
G-42 Sales
G-43 Sales

G-41  Transportation

Base Use June and August
G-42  Transportation

However, in reviewing this analysis, Mr. Harrison identified a systematic spreadsheet
error that resulted in a small distortion to the proper presentation of base use. Mr.
Harrison proposed a change from Department precedent: to compute base use on the
average of August and July when July usage was representative of base use. When
July usage was less that 75% of August usage Mr. Harrison recommended the
averaging of August and the lower of June or September. Unfortunately, the
spreadsheet logic did not comply with this rule curve.

The attachment presents the corrected weather normalization calculation as
recommended by Mr. Harrison. In order to evaluate the impact of this change,
comparisons have been provided with the originally filed, incorrect, figures and with the
results obtained using the Department’s conventional method of defining base use as
the average of July and August, as previously provided in response to DTE-1-45.

The first 20 pages of the attachment detail the weather normalization for each class and
correct the Workpapers Supporting Schedule JLH-2 & 3 (Gas), pages 21 to 40. Page 21
corresponding to page 41 of the originally filed workpapers, summarizes the billing
month weather normalization calculations. Pages 22 and 23 show the differences
between the corrected and originally fixed calculations in therms and percentages,
respectively. A review of this data reveals that the difference in total is less than 0.04%
and that for individual rate classes, most differences are less than one percent.

The comparison between Mr. Harrison’s proposed method and the Department’s current
precedent are shown on pages 24 to 46. Pages 24 to 43 show individual class
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calculations. Page 44 shows the billing month weather normalized sales using the
current precedent, as previously provided in response to DTE-1-45. Pages 45 and 46
show the differences between the Mr. Harrison’s corrected figures and those from DTE-
1-45 in therms and percentages, respectively.

Using the corrected methodology, the following table indicates the classes whose
calculation of base use employs months other than July.

Base Use August and September

R-4 Sales
G-42 Sales
G-43 Sales

G-41  Transportation
G-43  Transportation

Base Use June and August
G-52  Transportation

If Mr. Harrison's proposal is accepted by the Department, the Company’s compliance
filing, including its rate design calculations, will be revised to include the corrected billing
determinants.

Person Responsible: James L. Harrison
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